
Cache on an 
Active 
Volcano
Hawaii 2016

The Geological Society of America’s

Join an enthusiastic group of EarthCachers and 
explore the wonders of active volcanoes on Hawaii.

 13-20 July 2016 

This seven-day field experience on the Big Island of Hawaii is a wonderful 
mix of caching experiences and learning about active volcanoes.  We will 
spend time exploring the volcano, while visiting EarthCaches and Tradional 
Caches around the environment.  We will visit  places that tourists do not 
visit, as well as never missing that photo opportunity at every vista. Visit 40 or 
more caches.

This trip is led by geologist, educator and the creator of EarthCaching.  Each 
day will start with a brief talk, followed by a journey into the field to explore 
the volcano, learn about volcanic activity and discover caches.   Our evenings 
will be spent enjoying the company of cachers and teachers who share our 
enthusiasm for the planet.

No geology knowledge is needed.
A love of the planet is assumed!

$1,775
Price does not include airfares to/from Hilo, HI.



Wednesday 13 July - fly into Hilo airport before 6.00 pm.  Meet group in airport and be transported to  Ken’s 
House of Pancakes (Hilo institution) for dinner at your expense.  Drive to accommodation in Volcano (45 
mins).  Available caches include: GC45BCV, GC3PCYX, GC43W7W, GC37889, GC34N7R, GC265EX

Thursday 14 July - Morning talk : Introduction to Plate Tectonics and Hawaii.  Field experiences:  Mauna 
Loa vista, Steaming bluffs -  Kilauea Visitor Center - Sulfur banks hike, Jaggar Museum, Halema’uma over-
look, Devastation trail.  Kau Desert Trail (footprints in the ash).4 miles of hiking on easy trails.   Available 
caches include: GCQV5G, GC3N436, GCNJEY, GCQV5E, GCQV5H

Friday 15 July -  Morning talk: Introduction to Volcanic landforms.  Field experiences: Chain of craters 
road, pit craters, Pu’u Huluhulu and Mauna Ulu hike.  Coastal plain, petroglyphs.   6 miles of hiking on easy 
trails and 1 mile of hiking off trail.    Available caches include: GCQV5H, GC1A5E4, GC1PQV2, GC1PQV2, 
GC3B25T, GC2228G

Saturday 16 July - South Point Day.   Hike to Green Sand Beach (swim). (Lunch).  Dinner on a black sand 
beach and see turtles.   3 mile hike on easy trail. Available caches include: GC3GQ9B, GC3E623, GC45M6H, 
GC3C34N, GC312D, GC2MRDT, GC4E6E, GC1M15H, GC227PN

Sunday 17 July - Hike the caldera morning, Thurston Lava Tube. Puna district lava flows, Kumukahi light-
house, Hot springs.  Available caches include: GC3PQRF, GC3PQT3, GC3PQQO, GC3PQNW (and five more 
time dependant), GC1PR24, GC3QEGT

Monday 18 July - Wiapio Valley, Laupahoehoe point tsunami site, Akaka falls, Kaumana caves.  Time for he-
licopter flights in afternoon (at own expense). Available caches include: Available caches include:GCD2C8, 
GC1E0YA, GC2PJZK, GC1E2W6

Tuesday 19 July - Snorkeling (bring your own gear) and swimming at Ho’okena Beach Park and visit 
Pu’uhonua o Honaunau National Historic Park.   Dinner in Kona.   Available caches include: GC10AQC, 
GCM9CJ, GC1M47J, GC23T26, GC1AQW3 (and more in Kona for dinner)

Wednesday 20 July - Transfer to Hilo for flights home (no flights before noon please).  Dozens in Hilo area.

Trip ITINERARY*

Trip Details (the fine print)
• Price does not include flights to/from Hilo airport.
• Transport is in airconditioned vans.
• Accommodation is in shared rooms with part-shared facilities.
• Four Dinners are not included, but will be held in restaurants in Volcano, Hilo and Kona.  There will be some 

options on most nights.  Other nights options will be limited.   3 Dinners are included.
• Price does not include helicopter flights and snorkeling equipment.
• Price includes breakfasts.   We will expect folks to make their own picnic lunches for each day - we will visit 

stores to get supplies.  
• The trip is open to all geocachers and teachers.  Family members have to stay and travel with the group.  

There is no discount for children.   Use of private or hired vehicles by participants during trip is not allowed.
• Be aware that this trip involves some hiking (as noted in the Trip Plan) you should be moderately fit and have 

no medical condition that precludes you from participating.  Be aware that at times we will be in areas with high 
sulfur content which can trigger asthmatic and other responses.

• We will be staying on an active volcano and we will always attempt to provide you the very best opportunities 
to view volcanic processes on this trip.  However, we heed all warnings provided by the local authorities and do 
not venture out onto active lava flows unless with a guide.

Price
$1,775

                          $500 Deposit is required with registration.  See the refund policy details.

www.geoventures.org



Trip Leader

Gary is the Senior Director for Education and Outreach at the Geological Society of 
America.  His speciality is the communication of geological processes to teachers, stu-
dents and the general public and the operation of programs that raise the awareness of 
Earth science at an international level.  He is a trained geologist - with an honors degree 
in Geology from the University of Sydney - and a K-12 teacher.   He has worked in Earth 
science outreach in Australia and the USA and run trips for teachers to Hawaii, Iceland, 
Australia and other destinations since the 1980s.   He is the author of over 30 Earth sci-
ence teaching resources and currently ovesees the EarthCache program.    He has been 
involved in teacher and student trips to Hawaii for over twenty years and is passionate 
about making visits to Hawaii life-changing for the participants. 

We will be staying in a delightful bed and breakfast in the rainforest village of Volcano.   
It is in a cool mountain climate and often we experience misty rain.   It is isolated from 
facilities, so we plan to stop at stores every other day to get supplies.  The rooms have 
kitchenettes for the making of lunches etc.  There are some large open areas for people 
to meet and mingle in the evenings.  We will also have a few visits to the nearby “Lava 
Lounge” for drinks and entertainment.

Gary B. Lewis - Geoaware

Want more information or make a reservation?

Email:   glewis@geosociety.org
Call :   +1 720 201 8132 (US Eastern Time) - Gary Lewis 

Accommodation

Transportation
We will use 15 seater airconditioned vans to travel around the Big Island.  There is plenty 
of room which provides everyone with a great opportunity to take photos as well as spend 
time with fellow cachers between stops.  



GSA Sales & Service    IMIS code   15GVECHAW – Non-teacher 

Caching on  
an Active Volcano 
13-20 July 2016 
Trip Registration form 
 
By completing this registration form you agree to receive communications from The Geological Society of America (GSA) which may 
include electronic newsletters, emails and postal delivery of information about the Society’s operations, programs and opportunities. 
 GSA values your privacy and will only use your contact information for the purposes of the Society and we will never share your 
email, phone number or address with any outside organization without your express permission. GSA follows best practices to 
ensure the safety, reliability, and privacy of its electronic and postal communications. You have the right to opt-out of these 
communications at any time. Please see the GSA website for our full privacy policy. 
 
Please call GSA Service on +1 303 357 1000 (Business Hours, Mountain Time) or email on 
mailto:gsaservice@geosociety.org to ensure that there is a place available. 
 
Name:                
 
Address:                 
 
City, State, Postcode/Zipcode:             
 
Country:         Home/Cell phone:       
 
Email:                 
 
Geocaching name :             
 
Tick the box 

 
Deposit with this form US$500  
 

          Full payment US$1,775 
 
 Balance US$1,275 (due by 15 May 2016)  

 
Refund policy 
Trip payment (including deposit) is fully refundable minus a US$100 administration fee up till COB on 31 March 2016.   
Cancellations between 1 April 2016 and 15 May 2016 will forfeit deposit (US$500). There are no refunds after 15 May 
2016.  We strongly suggest that you take out travel insurance to cover cancellations due to health or other 
circumstances. 

 
Complete the details below and email to mailto:gsaservice@geosociety.org (or write a check in 
US$ payable to GSA) and send to GSA Sales and Service, 3300 Penrose Place, Boulder CO 80301. 
 
Payment     VISA        MasterCard       AMEX    
 
Name on card :               
 
Card Number :       /   /   /       
 
Card code :      Expiry :           /            
 
Signature :           


